
VICENZA ELEMENTARY 
PARENT ORIENTATION

SY 2024-2025



VES PRINCIPAL

• Mr. Andrew Gann

• Coming from Aviano

• 24 years serving children as a teacher, AP, and Principal

• Married to a fellow DoDEA teacher

• Parents to 4 children and three dogs





VICENZA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL’S 
PURPOSE

V = Values

E= Excellence

S= Success

We are building a strong foundation for lifelong learning!



College and Career 

Ready

A world class education 

for military-connected 

students. 

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS STANDARDS

DoDEA’s top priority is to implement a 

college and career ready (CCR) 

standards-based educational system



VES Faculty
Pre-Kindergarten-

Fifth Grade
Art Music

PE
Host Nation: 

Culture
Host Nation: 
Language

Nurse ESOL Counselors

Psychologist Special Education
Math 

Interventionists

Reading 
Interventionists

Information 
Technologist

Educational 
Technologist

Advanced 
Academic 

Program and 
Services (AAPS)

Preschool services 
for Children with 

Disabilities (PSCD)



UNIVERSAL PRE-
K (UPK)

Must be 4 by September 
1st of school year 

Open to all families 

Register online or see our 
registrar

Please consider 
volunteering in the 

classroom once teachers 
start allowing it

High quality curriculum, 
Creative Curriculum, with 
many standards

•High quality teachers ready to 
guide our littles



KINDERGARTEN

Must be 5 by September 1st of 
school year

No more home visits, this will 
be done at the pre-
kindergarten level

Will start at the same time as 
1st-5th grades



General School Schedule and Times

• School Day: 0755-1435

• Wednesdays: Early release day hours are 0755-1335.

• Doors Open: 0755 and students are expected to be in their classrooms 

working by 0805. 

• Tardy at 0806

• Bus Riders are released to enter the building at 0755 and, 

at the end of the school day to go straight to the buses. 
• If a change needs to be made and your child will not ride the bus, send a 

note to the teacher.

• Lunch
• Students have 20 minutes lunch, followed by a 20-minute recess.

• Snacks
• Some classes have snack. Students should bring healthy snacks that 

consist of one or two small items. 

• No soft drinks or glass bottles



Picking up Early?

In order not to interrupt the end of the day for teachers and students, 

children must be picked up Mon, Tues, Thurs, & Fri

BEFORE 1415

& 
On WEDNESDAYS

BEFORE 1315

Please plan to be here PRIOR to this time if you need to pick up your child 

early.



ATTENDANCE

Be Here!

• Regular 
attendance is 
critically important

• Parents/Guardians 
are responsible for 
notifying the school 
BEFORE 0900 if child 
will be absent

• Parents/Guardians 
must provide a 
signed note for 
absence to be 
considered 
excused

Be Here!

• Teachers enter 
attendance each 
morning by 0900

• If no excused 
absence is 
reported by 
parents, school will 
call to account for 
student’s absence 
and to check on 
child’s well-being

Be Here!

• Excessive absences 
and tardies will be 
followed up by 
school 
administrators

• With 5 days 
advanced notice, 
teachers will 
provide homework 
for up to two weeks 
of long-term leave.

• Work is due 
immediately 
upon return to 
school.





SCHOOL 
BREAKFAST/LUNCHES

• Payment Options:

• www.linqconnect.com 

• PX customer service

• School cafeteria

• All students will have a lunch account in the system

• Applications for free/reduced meals are completed at

 www.linqconnect.com
• Apply even if you don’t think you’ll qualify

• Students may bring home lunches

• No microwaves available to heat up food

• In alignment with DoDEA nutrition policy- No soft drinks should be brought 

for breakfast/lunch/snack

• Prices: Grades K-5 Lunch $3.50  Grades 6-12 Lunch $3.75

• Breakfast $2.00

• Reduced Price Breakfast $.30

• Reduced Price Lunch $0.40

• Lunch Plus (Extra Entree) $2.25, 

• Breakfast Plus $1.50

• Non-student meal Lunch $7.50  Non-student Breakfast $4.25

http://www.mypaymentsplus.com/
http://www.linqconnect.com/


DODEA DRESS CODE

Gender neutral across all 160 
schools

Provides safe and orderly 
environment 

Promotes respect for learning 
and a common identity 
appropriate for military 

communities

Establishes a positive, 
equitable approach to 

handling dress code 
infractions by using teachable 
moments to support changes 
in school attire choices while 
building problem-solving skills





VICENZA STUDENT 
TRANSPORTATION OFFICE

Safety First and Always
• 4th grade to age of 13 MUST have a 

waiver to be released from bus 
stop w/o an adult

• 3rd grade and under or above 
WITHOUT a waiver MUST have a 
designated adult AT THE BUS STOP- 
No Adult = Return to the 
Transportation Office

• 14 years and above are allowed 
on/off bus automatically

• Must ride bus at least 3 times a 
week

• Students released at assigned bus 
stop location ONLY

• School bus parking lot is traffic-
controlled; only ADMIN allowed

School Bus Rules
• Seatbelts are mandatory

• Always maintain quiet voices

• No food, candy, gum, or drinks other than 

water allowed on buses

• Electronics WITH headphones are permitted. 

Headphones must be removed upon exiting 

the bus

• Be respectful to every person on the bus

• Fighting, bullying, harassment, and 

disrespect will NOT be tolerated.

FOR NEW FAMILIES: BEFORE SIGNING YOUR 

LEASE, BE SURE TO CONTACT THE STO TO 

ENSURE A BUS STOP IS LOCATED NEARBY





SCHOOL SAFETY

• Regular Drills: Fire, Evacuation, Lockdown, 
Shelter, Hold

• ALL visitors MUST sign in at main office & obtain 
AND WEAR a visitor’s pass

• Visitor’s pass must be visible and worn at all 
times and returned upon departure

• Parents may NOT enter through the door at the 
end of the Kindergarten hallway

• Late arriving students MUST be escorted to the 
front office and signed in by parent/guardian

• Early checkouts/appointments: If returning to 
school same day, will need to be signed in 
again by parent/adult.

• Please help enforce use of crosswalks and do 
not  cut through bus parking lot

• Front loop drop-off: Please follow directions of 
safety personnel and please ensure your 
children exit the vehicle where there is a 
sidewalk.



ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL

DoDEA transportation from/to bus stop near home/preferred 
method of transportation

DoDEA transportation from/to Ederle commissary bus 
stop/added this stop to help ease parking and traffic on 
Villaggio

Parent transportation to/from Villaggio campus



MORNING 
DROP-OFF

❖ No speeding  

❖ Exit on safe side of vehicle 

❖ Don’t hold up traffic

❖ Have students ready to exit 

❖ Kindergarten students will be escorted 

to their line up area by staff. 

➢ This is the covered area between 

the elementary and middle schools



D/O 

Lane 

PK-5

Drop off Areas

DoDEA Parent 

Parking

CYS Parent 

Parking

Inbound 

Traffic

Outbound 

Traffic

Volunteer 

Traffic Guard

VES Start 0805

VMSVHS Start 
0800



STUDENT PICK-UP
DoDEA Parent 

Parking

CYS Parent 

Parking

Inbound Traffic

Outbound 

Traffic

Closed to 

Traffic 

during P/U

All buses staged prior to parent P/U

VES 

Dismissal 

1335 

(MTTHF)

VMS/VHS 

Dismissal 

1440 

(MTTHF)



AFTER LABOR DAY…
DoDEA Parent 

Parking

CYS Parent 

Parking

Inbound Traffic

Outbound 

Traffic



IMMUNIZATIONS AND 
MEDICATIONS

Children are most often sent home for the 
following reasons

•Temperature over 100 degrees F

•Uncontrollable body functions

•Appearance of great discomfort, despite the 
temperature

•Communicable diseases

•School policy states that, in the event a 
student becomes ill, and the school nurse 
notifies the parent, the parent must come to 
the school for the student. The student is NOT 
permitted to walk home.

Returning to school after being ill

•Must be free of vomiting/diarrhea and WITHOUT 
fever (over 100 degrees F) for 24 hours

•If antibiotics were prescribed, child must have 
taken them for at least 24 hours before returning to 
school

•If non-participation in school activities has been 
prescribed, submit written diagnosis and excuse 
from doctor stating problem and period of time.

•Contact school nurse if your child has a 
communicable disease.



SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Special Education Teachers

Speech/Language Pathologists

Itinerant motor services

Wide range of service models

IEP services for 
ages 

3-21

Bring any prior records to school

• Current IEP

• Any evaluations, even if incomplete

Incoming 
students

Please start a conversation with the classroom teacher 
and/or grade level counselor

New concerns 
or questions 
about your 

child?



ONE TO ONE LAPTOP 
PROGRAM

Erin Goodfellow

Educational Technologist 



PTSA AND SAC

School Advisory Committee (SAC)

• Offers opportunities for parents and teachers to meet to guide 

the school toward continuous improvement

• Interacts with the Installation Advisory Committee (IAC) to 

exchange information, work on issues, and share ideas

• POC Margaret.Becker@dodea.edu

PTSA

• Events planned throughout the school year

• Membership and spirit wear purchases available

• Check the weekly VES newsletters for announcements/events

• Visit the PTSA table

• We REALLY need volunteers



IMPORTANT DATES

Friday, 16 August, from 1400-1500-Sneak Peek

19 August- First Day of School Grades K-5

3 September-First Day of School for UPK/PSCD

•BOO-HOO breakfast in the cafeteria 0805

3rd September (tentatively)- Open House 1700-1800 *



Where can you 

find us???
http://www.dodea.edu/VicenzaES/index.cfm

Weekly Newsletter

Formerly known as Twitter 

Follow us @CougarCub1VES

Vicenza Elementary School



We are excited you’re here and look forward to working together!

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING OUR NEW PARENT 
ORIENTATION

If you think of questions after the 

orientation, please feel free to email us at 

Andrew.Gann@dodea.edu or 

Jennifer.Castro@dodea.edu 

mailto:Andrew.Gann@dodea.edu
mailto:Jennifer.Castro@dodea.edu
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